Community Living Options

Comparison of:

Personal Care Homes, Community Living Arrangements, Private Home Care, & Boarding Homes

Personal Care Home:  “any dwelling, whether operated for profit or not, which undertakes through its ownership or management to provide or arrange for the provision of housing, food service, and one or more personal services for two or more adults who are not related to the owner or administrator by blood or marriage; ‘Personal Services’ includes, but is not limited to, individual assistance with or supervision of self-administered medication, assistance with ambulation and transfer, and essential activities of daily living such as eating, bathing, grooming, dressing, and toileting;” Authority O.C.G.A. Secs. 31-2-4, 31-7-2.1, 37-7-12.  (Some homes call themselves “Assisted Living” facilities.)

(For more information, contact the Office or Regulatory Services, Personal Care Home Program at (404) 657-4076.)

Community Living Arrangement: “any residence, whether operated for profit or not, that undertakes through its ownership or management to provide or arrange for the provision of daily personal services, supports, care, or treatment exclusively for two or more adults who are not related to the owner or administrator by blood or marriage and whose residential services are financially supported, in whole or in part, by funds designated through the Department of Human Resources, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, and Addictive Diseases.  ‘Personal services’ means provision of services, on a daily basis, that include, but are not limited to, individual assistance with or supervision of medications, ambulation and transfer, and essential activities of daily living such as eating, bathing, grooming, dressing, and toileting.  ‘Supports, care, or treatment’ means specific services that are provided to the resident in the Community Living Arrangement, coordinated by the administrator as necessary, or reasonably requested by the resident and that include but are not limited to: mental health services, habilitation, rehabilitation, social services, medical, dental, and other health care services, education, financial management, legal services, vocational services, transportation, recreational and leisure activities, and other services required to meet a resident’s needs.”  Authority O.C.G.A.  Sec. 37-1-22 

(For more information, contact the Office or Regulatory Services, Personal Care Home Program at (404) 657-4076.)

Private Home Care:  “‘Private home care provider’ or ‘provider’ means any person, business entity, corporation, or association, whether operated for profit or not for profit, that directly provides or makes provision for private home care services through: 1) its own employees or agents; 2) contractual arrangements with independent contractors; or 3) referral of other persons to render home care services, when the individual making the referral has ownership or financial interest in the delivery of those services by those other persons who would deliver those services.  ‘Private home care services’ means those items and services provided at a patient's residence that involve direct care to that patient and includes, without limitation, any or all of the following: 1) nursing services, provided that such services can only be provided by a person licensed as a Registered Professional Nurse or licensed Practical Nurse in accordance with applicable professional licensing statutes and associated rules; 2) personal care tasks; and 3) companion or sitter tasks.  Private home care services shall not include physical, speech, or occupational therapy; medical nutrition therapy; medical social services; or home health aide services provided by a home health agency.  ‘Residence’ means the place where an individual makes that person's permanent or temporary home, whether that person's own apartment or house, a friend or relative's home, or a personal care home, but shall not include a hospital, nursing home, hospice, or other health care facility licensed under Chapter 31-7-1 et seq.  ‘Personal care tasks’ means assistance with bathing, toileting, grooming, shaving, dental care, dressing, and eating; and may include but is not limited to proper nutrition, home management, housekeeping tasks, ambulation and transfer, and medically related activities, including the taking of vital signs only in conjunction with the above tasks.  ‘Companion or sitter tasks’ means the following tasks which are provided to elderly, handicapped, or convalescing individuals: transport and escort services; meal preparation and serving; and household tasks essential to cleanliness and safety.”  Authority O.C.G.A. Sec. 31-7-300 et seq.
(For more information, contact the Office of Regulatory Services, Private Home Care Section at (404) 657-5445.)

Boarding Home:  A boarding home is a congregate living arrangement between landlord and tenant in which the tenant may share not only the common areas of the home but may also share a bedroom and bath with other tenants.  The provision of laundry services, transportation, money management, and activities are established by the landlord and tenant.  The landlord shall not provide supervision of person, supervision of medications, assistance with activities of daily living, or nursing services.  Otherwise, the home would fall under the guidelines of a Personal Care Home or Community Living Arrangement and require a permit issued by the State of Georgia.  (Some jurisdictions use the term “Multi-Family Dwelling.”)

(For more information, contact the local Business License and Inspections Department or Planning Commission.)

	GEORGIA REQUIREMENTS
	Personal Care Home
	Community Living Arrangement
	Private Home Care Provider
	Boarding Home

	I.  Minimum Standards
	
	
	
	

	State Licensure
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Business License
	1
	1
	· 
	1

	Zoning Clearance
	1
	1
	
	1

	Physical Plant Standards
	· 
	· 
	
	1

	Fire Safety Standards
	1
	1
	
	1

	Electrical Safety Standards
	1
	1
	
	

	Minimum Training (CPR, First Aid, etc.)
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Criminal Records Check
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Fingerprints Check
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Supervision of Staff
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Administrator
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Bonded
	
	
	2
	

	Food Service Permit
	3
	
	
	

	Maximum Bed Capacity
	
	4
	
	

	 II.  Services
	
	
	
	

	Resident/Client Rights
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	24 hr. Supervision of clients
	· 
	5
	6
	X

	Medication Supervision
	· 
	· 
	6
	X

	Assistance with Activities of Daily Living
	· 
	5
	6
	X

	Meals
	· 
	· 
	6
	7

	Transportation
	5
	5
	6
	7

	Laundry
	5
	5
	6
	7

	Management of Personal Funds
	5
	5
	6
	7

	Activities
	· 
	· 
	6
	7

	Nurse on Staff
	
	5
	6
	

	Nursing Services
	X
	5
	6
	X

	III.  Monitoring
	
	
	
	

	Annual Inspection/Auditing
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Ombudsman Advocacy
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Complaint Investigations as Needed
	· 
	· 
	· 
	


· indicates services that must be provided in order to fulfill licensing requirements

X    indicates services that are not allowed to be provided under that licensure category

1 – requirements vary by county codes and number of residents/clients.  Contact the local Business License and Inspections Department, Planning and Zoning Commission, and/or local Fire Department.

2 – only if employees have unlimited access to the client’s personal funds

3 – for homes serving twenty-five (25) or more residents/clients

4 – maximum capacity of 6 residents/clients

5 – services which are dependent upon the resident’s/client’s admission agreement, care plan, or “individual services plan”

6 – services which are dependent upon the client’s service agreement (e.g. companion sitter, personal care, nursing services)

7 – services which are dependent upon the tenant’s rental agreement
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