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2007 Summary of Georgia Legislation 
Impacting Long-Term Care Facility Residents 
Appropriations
The 2008 State budget contains a number of items that will impact residents, including:
· Increases for Community Care Services Program,

· Increases for non-Medicaid home and community based services;

· Increases for Mental Retardation/Developmental Disabilities Waiver Program, and 
· Funding to implement adult day care licensure.
For more specific information, view the FY 2008 budget tracking document at: http://www.legis.state.ga.us/legis/2007_08/senate/budgetreports.htm.  The section on Community Health shows the Medicaid budget and the section on Human Development shows the Department of Human Resources budget.

Legislation Which Passed

For more specific information, the bills can be read at: www.legis.ga.gov.  

HB 24


Georgia Advance Directive for Health Care Act
Revises the living will and durable power of attorney for health care, combines into a single statutory form, and simplifies witnessing requirements. 

HB 155  

Criminal Checks on Certain Facility and Agency Owners

Requires criminal background checks of owners of certain health care facilities and agencies, including personal care homes and private home care providers.

HB 233 

Prohibit “Undue Influence” of Elders and Disabled Persons 

Expands definition of "exploitation" to include "undue influence" and other deceptive means in the Long-Term Care Abuse Reporting Act and the Disabled Adults and Elder Persons Protection Act. 

Legislation Which Did Not Pass

HB 235

Surrogate Decision-Making

To expand the list of persons who are authorized to make decisions under the Medical Consent Law. 
HB 108, HB 492
Patient Safety Reforms
To enhance patient safety and reduce medical errors.
HB 836

Department of Aging

To transfer the functions, duties, and employees of the Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of Aging Services, to a new Department of Aging.
Appropriations Not Included in FY2008 Budget Bill
Mental Health Ombudsman Program
To implement the Mental Health Ombudsman Program (already created in law, but never funded).
� Since 2007 is the first year of a two year session, these bills can still be considered in the 2008 General Assembly.
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